
Monkey Wrench by Cheryl Malkowski
featuring Cobble Hill Tonga Batiks

Finished Quilt: 60" x 84" * Finished Block: 12" square
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Materials
5/8 yard each:

Tonga–B7790 Crimson

Tonga–B7790 Gold

Tonga–B7791 Sorbet

Tonga–B7791 Sun

Tonga–B7780 Copper

Tonga–B7788 Multi

Tonga–B7789 Charcoal

Tonga–B7792 Rust

Tonga–B7795 Meadow

Tonga–B7794 Green

Tonga–B7793 Moss

11⁄4 yard Tonga–B7023 Black (5/8 yard for blocks and 5/8

yard for binding)

17⁄8 yards XTonga–B6267 (106"-wide backing)

17⁄8 yards batting

Please read all the instructions before you begin.

Cutting
Note: Figure 1, below, shows the cutting layout. Cut the follow-

ing pieces from EACH fabric, stacking as many fabrics as you

are comfortable cutting at one time.

• Six 67⁄8" squares, cut once diagonally from corner to cor-

ner to make twelve half-square triangles

• Three 71⁄4" squares, cut twice diagonally from corner to

corner to make twelve quarter-square triangles

• Six 37⁄8" squares, cut once diagonally from corner to cor-

ner to make twelve half-square triangles

• Twelve 25⁄8" squares

• Cut eight 21⁄4" wide strips from the remaining 5/8 yard

of Tonga–B7723 Black for binding. 

Block Construction (Make 35)
Note: Most of the Monkey Wrench blocks are constructed

with four different fabrics and our block illustrations show

four colors. About a quarter of the blocks, however, use

only three fabrics, repeating one color in place of the

fourth fabric. When you make the blocks with three fabrics,

treat the repeated fabric as if it were a fourth color. Fabric

placement is up to you, but we suggest you refer to the

project photo to guide you. There are enough pieces to

make one extra block.

1. For each block select the following pieces from EACH

of four fabrics: 

• One 25⁄8" square

• One half-square triangle cut from a 37⁄8" square

• One quarter-square triangle cut from a 71⁄4" square

• One half-square triangle cut from a 67⁄8" square.

2. To make a four-patch unit from the 25⁄8" squares, stitch two

rows of two squares each, pressing the seam allowances

so they nest in the center. Then, stitch the rows together

and press the seam allowances to one side. (figure 2) 

3. Find the center of the long side of each of the half-

square triangles made from the 37⁄8" squares by putting

the corners together and pinching to crease the middle.

4. Lay out the triangles from step 3 so that each

is on the side of the four-patch unit where the

square on the left matches that triangle. (figure 3)

Matching each triangle to the

fabric on the left is the key

to giving the Monkey Wrench

its twisting appearance.

5. Match the center crease

in the triangle to the center

seam of the four-patch unit

and stitch. (figure 3) Press

toward the outside of the

block. Repeat with the remaining triangles on the

other sides of the four-patch unit.

6. Add the quarter-square triangles made from the 71⁄4"

squares to the unit completed in step 5 in the same manner.

Crease each triangle to find the center. Lay out the triangles

along the sides of the unit from step 5 so each matches

the fabric at the left, and match the centers of the triangle
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to the centers of the sides before stitching. Press toward

the outside of the block. (figure 4)

7. Add the half-square triangles made from the

67⁄8" squares to the unit completed in step 6

in the same manner. Crease each triangle

to find the center. Lay out the triangles

along the sides of the unit from step 6 so

each matches the fabric at the left, and

match the centers of the triangles to the centers

of the sides before stitching. Press toward the outside

of the block. (figure 5)

8. Repeat steps 1-7 to make thirty-five

Monkey Wrench blocks.

Quilt Assembly
9. Use the project photo as a guide for

block placement and lay out the blocks

in seven rows of five blocks each. Stitch

the blocks of each row together, pressing

the seam allowances in each row in

the opposite direction to the row

above.

10. Stitch the rows together to com-

plete the quilt top and press the seam

allowances in one direction.

Finishing
11. Layer the quilt top, batting and backing and quilt as

desired.

12.  Stitch the eight 21⁄4"-wide binding strips together end

to end using bias (45°) seams. Fold and press the resulting

long strip in half lengthwise with wrong sides together.

Stitch to the front of the quilt, matching raw edges and

being careful to leave the triangle points intact. 

13. Hand-stitch the folded edge of the binding to the back

of the quilt, mitering the corners.
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©2010 Cheryl Malkowski
www.cherylmalkowski.com

Permission is granted to shop owners and teachers to
make copies for promotional or educational purposes
only. 
This pattern may not be reproduced for commercial

purposes (i.e may not be sold).
This pattern may not be reproduced for ANY PURPOSE

after December 1, 2011.



483-485 Broadway, New York, NY 10013 • Phone: 212-226-1400 • Fax: 212-925-4180 • www.ttfabrics.com

ALL FABRICS SHOWN 25% OF ACTUAL SIZE.

Tonga–B7790 Crimson

Tonga–B7790 Gold

Tonga–B7791 Sorbet

Tonga–B7791 Sun

Tonga–B7780 Copper

Tonga–B7788 Multi

Tonga–B7789 Charcoal

Tonga–B7792 Rust

Tonga–B7795 Meadow

Tonga–B7794 Green

Tonga–B7793 Moss

Tonga–B7023 Black
(Used in quilt and binding)


